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The history of the distriet of Santal Parganss as an sdminis-
trative unit began in the ysar 1856 when by Act XXXVIL it was

, garved out of portions of Bhagalpar end Birbhnm districts and cons-

tituted into o separate disirick. The creation of the district was
& direot sequel to the Santal Rebellion of 1884-56. Prior to this
the tract now comprising this district together with certain adjoin-
ing areas now included in the districts of Hezaribegh, Monghyr and

was loosely known as “J eterry distriot”, which came
under ﬂﬂsﬁ Rale on a-ﬂﬂnmpﬁanuuﬁha Dewani by the East India

in 17656. This fract was administered by Captaine Brooke
mﬂ between the years 1772 and 177%. A copy of Colonel
Tennel's Map published in 1770 (and printed after page 8 of Mepher-
- son's Settlement Report) shows the position of this distriot during
thie eusly days of British administration, Barlier history leading to
the formation of the Santal Parganas sa o separate distriot in 1855

hah@_g'.ﬂuinthahxhunﬂhtmjr..ﬂ.uarﬁuiu amount of repeti-
tion here i= inevitable,

Tn 18686 the Bantal -Bebellion was put down after a consldernble
loae of life and destruction of p ¥. The Jommissioner appointed
to supprese the reing was Mr, Bidwell and his Deputy was Mr,
(aftarwards Sir) Ashley Eden. Afterits supprassion Mr, Bidwell submit-
ted & report ennmerating the legitimate grievances of the Santals.

that the system under which the Santals had been raled
wWhs o responsible for the rebellion, the Government resolved
to chonge it end thus to remove the abuses. The mein prineiple of
the new system was & Looal Belf-Government nnder strong and trost-

worthy supervision. At first the Damin and neigh i ATEAS
inhabited by the Bantals were separated from Birbhum and Bhagalpur
and by Act XXXVII of 1855 into the present distriet of

Sental Parganas composed of four administrative units. The four
sub-districts of Dumka, Deoghar (including Jamtars), Godds and
Rajmahal (including Pakaar}) were placed under the control of a

Commissioner and four Assistant Commissioners each of
whom had a Bub-Assistant at s central point of his charge. These
ton officers were employed for the purpose of administering justicse
to the sommon peopls. They tried civil and oriminal cases. They
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fow in number and were easily

of thesa ten officers was maintenanos
also available for undertaking enquiries

R T R R M
R R
B 8 = 5 Ras835835 #hh £
mwwmmmm mm.wmmm wmmMWMmmmwmmmmwwum
wmmmmm_mfmwﬁm skl
mumm mw i mhﬁ mmmmh“mmw mwwmmﬂm
mu m M mmwm ﬂmmmmmmmmmmm m.umnmwmw
m i mwwwmmﬂm I ﬁmmm
g Sag _ : _ ﬂhh
1 Mm mMﬁm<mMWm mwaumm ﬂmm wmwm



BANTAL PAROANAS

il G I

_ R S HM I
._m wmﬂ.—m Mm_m_wﬁm m..m.m__,mmm.m me :
mmmﬂmmmmwﬁ mmw me mum
i ity ot
ptptlln sERIE o
i m RATHAT T
IElitid 1 it it
ummmm mn.._m ,f_m.w.um m ﬂmhwmﬁ .m £d

176, Part 1 of Calowits Gaselle on Ind

1581 by the Government Notification of 31st J

page

Henoo six subdivisions with heandquarters st Dumka,

Tl imnsser has bast sisborately dealt with in the toxs on Wiskory (F. 0. K. C.).
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Rejmahal, Jamtars, Godda and Pakenr emerged which now ponstitute
this  distrief.

Four administrative sub-charges were created in 1848 and 18948
with the establishment of Courta of four Damin Magistrates at Hiranpur,
Kuatikund, Emﬂw Bakehi in Pakawr, Dumks, Godda
and Rajmahal subdi respectively. Theee Damin Magistrates
mupmtaitamﬁlﬁﬁntﬂmmanﬂﬁntthanﬁginﬂspiﬁhuf the
sdministration of this distriot establishing direct contact with
the aborigines of the Damin-i-Koh which wholly Ls within the
afcresaid subdivisions and to carry “‘justice at the door”.

The headqusrters station of the Rejmahal sbdivision wae shifted
from mahal to Bahibganj, a flourishing town on the Leop Line
of the Railway, with effect from lst January, 1843, The
ancient town of Rajm wae onoe the Vieeregal seat of the Eas-
tern Provines of the Great Moghuls but had loet its importance,

The Government of Bihar in the Political Department communi-
anted their decisiom {letter no. 7718-P. G., dated the 27th December,
1948) “that the headgquarters of Rajmahal subdivision should remain
at Sahibganj for the present. However, thia decision is not final
and will be reviewsd when the condition might be favourable. In order
that this issue may not be prejudieed Government desire that all
the building pmfammumy he suspended and the offices may be
continued to be held in the present buildings ab Elu-hibganf". At
Eﬂmtth&mh-jﬂlmdhhﬂmﬁfthmhﬁdﬂnn are located

rented homses at Bahebganj. Industrislly Rajmahal was once o
distributing centre of importance on the Gangs and was the original
torminng of the Esstern Railway. The wailway was afterwards
diverted lenving Rajmahal at the end of & smell branch, Rajmahal-

question
engaged the attention of the Jovernment even before 1836,

In 1866 the Commissioner of Bhagalpur Division, Mr. Money
the transfer of the sdministrative hesdquarters from Raj-

mahal to Sahibganj on account of the unhealthiness of Hajmahal,
In 1881 Commissioner Barlow revived this proposal which,
however, wae withdrawn on the recommendstion of Mr. Oldham,
the Deputy Commissioner of this district who held that Rajmoahal
was mote centrally placed and suitahle from administrative point
of view, although he frankly admitted in his report to Mr. Barlow:
“I distinetly affirm s District Officer that I get the worst olass of
work from Bajmahal and that the invariable excuse, and which I
believe, is sickness. 1 have slwaye the utmost diffioulty in getting
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on ministerial officers to go thers. Every officer who has been there
speaks of the place with borror—Wilmot, Smith, Cossret, !
James himself han  repeatedly ealled it lential." The
question of the transfer again came up for in 1850
on the representation submitted by the Municipal Commissioners of
the town of Bahibgan| 'hlnhwum?orudhj Mr. R. Caretairs,
the Commisstoner of Santal FParganas. The proposal was,
however, dropped by the Government in 1887 on the recommenda-
tion of the Commissioner, Mr. Alexander.the Subdivisional Officer
of Rajmahal was, however, directed to hold courta st Bahibganj at
least twion & month, After about fifteen years the
renewed by the Deputy Commissioner (Mr. O, H. Bompas) in 1001
rted by Mr. H. C. Willlams, the Commis-

-

however, again pressed his proposal whioh was
by Mr. D. J. Macpherson, commissioner of Bhagalpur Division. The
cost of transfer was estimated at Ra, 44,000and the site
Mr. Bompas was the top of the mound over the ruins of the Sakru-

garh fort, On s portion of it stands the present Damin nw
ufﬂ;ﬂuh. This time the Lisutenant Governor of Bengal
Raj h?:ﬂﬂnpfm:hln-lflndmtﬁlhhlmﬂm
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